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CUFF STEARNS 
6TH OtsTIuCT. FLORIDA 

WASHINOTOIL. 
2370 RAYOURN MOUSE OF- BUlUllNG 

WASHINGTON. DC ?osiW9(w 

The Honombb Michael Powcll 
Fcdwdl Cotummications Commission 
445 lZ* Street, SW, 8* Floor FEB - 3 ZOOS 

OfRcedtheSeersgrl GO- 96 
00-2. 

Washington. D.C. 20544 ~ c o n n n u n i c a t o n s ~  

Dear Chairman Powell: 

It is my uiickrshndiag that you arc considuing ruling on the issue offutl multicast musit- 
carry rights for broadcasters in digital ieIevision in thc upcoming weeks. 

Dunng my time on thc House Subcommittcc on Telecommunications and the htemct, I 
have worked extensively with braadcasters curd the cable industry on these OomPLfx and 
mntrovcrsinl i s m .  My eXptricmc with local broadcastas iras Id me 10 expressly 
suppm rr?ason&Le must-carry and multicast rights. because I believe drot thcsc allow 
indcpcadent bropdcasttrs thraughut my state and the couatiy to p u i d c  divene 
programming hat might not otherwise be 8Vrribbk. Our Mtion's cable companies 
provide the valuablc SpCcrnJm needed and I klievc &cy art: providing a critical public 
m i c e .  While I support must-carry rights for b o d c a s ~ ,  1 do rcmain sensitive tn the 
use of government mandates that may ovcrburdcn ow clrhk systems. 

In order to maintain this diversity of programming that the original must-cllrry legislation 
was designed to promote and which 1 hope continues in the age o f  digitd tclcvision, I 
rcspcctfully & thnt thc Commission wnsider issuing a ruling which provides as much of 
an adequatc and pr0p0mo~~ite voice for brodmstets cm digital cabtc systems as possible. 

Thc Commission has my a11 confidmcc: that it can strikc a fair and equitable Mancc 
bctwccn broadcasters md the cable industty, anCi T lo& forward to hearing fiom you on 
this very important matter. 
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